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2009 - 2010 Elections
Election

Election Day

Last day to Register

City of Sarasota Regular

March 10, 2009

February 9, 2009

Town of Longboat Key General

March 17, 2009

February 17, 2009

City of Sarasota Second Election

April 14, 2009

March 16, 2009

City of Venice

November 3, 2009

October 5, 2009

Primary Election

August 24, 2010

July 26, 2010

General Election

November 2, 2010

October 4, 2010

New Web Site Address!
Come visit our new home.
Our new home page and Web site, that is! At
www.sarasotavotes.com you can keep up to date with the latest in voter and poll worker
information. Just use the tabs for links to election, voter and poll worker information. You are
just a click away from the most up-to-date materials from the Supervisor of Elections Office.

Supervisor of Elections Office Goes Green
Think Green! Live Red, White & Blue!
We now post the Election Connection on our new Web site. After this issue, our poll
workers and other contacts who have an e-mail address will receive notice that the
new edition has been posted on the supervisor of elections Web site. Just click on “Stay
Connected” under the “Poll Worker Information” tab to access the Election Connection. You can read it on your computer with the option of printing it out at home. This is
a great way for our office to “Go Green” by saving paper and eliminating the cost of
postage.
Those who do not have Internet capabilities can still receive the Election Connection
via “snail mail”. You can pick up a copy at one of our three offices or leave a message
at 861-8648.
If you have an e-mail address on file at our office, you already know how we contact
you with up to the minute information about elections. Those messages came from
eeverhart@srqelections.com
With the advent of our new Web site you will now receive e-mail from pollworker@sarasotavotes.com Please adjust your spam blocker to accept this new contact.
Please make sure that your do not have us blocked on your e-mail.
If you are not sure that we have your current e-mail address, send us a quick message to pollworker@sarasotavotes.com
with your name attached and we will verify that it is the same address we have on file.

From the Office of Information Technology…
Online Training

Sarasota County Supervisor of Elections has joined the “On-line Generation”!
For the March 10 City of Sarasota Regular Election and the March 17 Town of Longboat Key General Election, clerks and assistant clerks had the opportunity to participate in the inaugural online training class. They also attended a “hands on” class to
provide their feedback!
This innovative program requires less time in the training room and gives all poll workers the opportunity to review the training information online up to election day.
The online training program is expected to be utilized fully, for all positions, by 2010. When totally implemented, a
login and password will be issued so that you can begin your training from your personal computer. Although the
training is self explanatory and “walks you through” the content, the poll worker department will be available to
answer any questions, either on-line through the e-mail link to Pam and Eileen or by phone during regular office
hours. Traditional training will still be available for those who do not have Internet access or prefer to have classroom training.
The Supervisor of Elections office is very excited about this fresh move in updating our training.
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Poll Worker Information Update

On A More Personal
Note...

The

Poll Worker department is taking advantage of our
“down” time between elections by updating the poll worker
rolls. There are poll workers who quietly retire after years of
dedication to the election process. Unfortunately, we never
get to say “thanks” because we don’t realize that you have
decided not to continue working the polls.
We currently have 2,368 active poll workers on our rolls to
whom we send renewal notices and assignment letters. We
want to express our gratitude for your service.
If you would like to be removed from our rolls...
call 941-861-8640 or e-mail pollworker@sarasotavotes.com

Kathy Dent is
Re-elected as
Supervisor of
Elections
The Sarasota County Commission chambers was the site of the January 6th swearing-in
ceremony for Kathy Dent as supervisor of elections. First
elected, November 7, 2000, Mrs. Dent has served our county
for the past eight years. She has a B.S. degree in Psychology
from the University of Pittsburgh and is a certified election
administrator in the State of Florida. Since 2001, she has
served on the Legislative committee of the Florida State Association of Supervisors of Elections, as president of that association in 2007-08. Mrs. Dent also co-chaired the Education
and Training Committee, served as treasurer and secretary.

Legislative Update
I know we all wait with baited breath about what changes
are coming to the election process, but election legislation
is not a “hot” topic in Tallahassee this session. There are bills
in both the house and senate requiring “I Choose Not to
Vote” on each race or issue on the ballot, but that is really
the only proposed change that would affect poll workers. We’ll know the first week in May if we have dodged
any bullets. Keep your fingers crossed.

A

fter eight years of dedicated
service to the Sarasota County
Supervisor of Elections Office, we
bid Tom Goodell a fond farewell.
As director of operations, Tom
was an incredible asset in the
day-to-day operations of the
elections office. His tireless energy and attention to detail
helped to ensure that every department was running smoothly
and the job was well done.

says Farewell!

World travelers, Tom and his
wife, Felicity, will be spending
their time together enjoying family and exploring the globe. At a
recent celebration for Tom, the
SOE staff presented him a
lighted map to help keep track of all the new destinations he and Felicity plan to visit!

Welcome!
Information Technology
Marcus Crow, a recruit from the
private sector who managed
information technology for small
local businesses joined the SOE
staff in April 2008. Born in West
Virginia, Marcus has lived in the
Sarasota/Bradenton area for
over 25 years. He currently lives in
Sarasota with his wife, Natasha.
Besides enjoying the beach with
his wife and friends, Marcus enjoys spending time on the golf
course. Welcome, Marcus!
Starting right now, work on adopting the mind set that you’re a huge stake
holder in the success of your organization.
Fact is, you really are one.

REGISTRATION STATISTICS

Tom Goodell

-Steve Ventura

VOTER TURNOUT NOV. 4, 2008

(As of November 4, 2008)

Republican
Democrat
Other

118,574
86,744
58,503

Republican
Democrat
Other

Total

263,821

Total
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97,806
69,070
41,123
207,999
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Your input really does matter!
Did you ever fill out the Comment Card at poll worker training and wonder if your input was
read? Well, we do read all of your cards and note your requests and interests!
Quite a few poll workers have expressed interest in training as a new clerk or assistant clerk.
We keep a record of your name and you will be contacted when an opening occurs. Due
to this year being an “off year” for elections, we will resume training for these new positions in
2010.
Some of our precincts have voters who need English language assistance. If you marked your card indicating
that you speak another language, you may be asked to help out in one of the precincts that have a need for
your skill.
If you indicated that you are interested in becoming a trainer, interviews to join our training staff occur approximately every two years. We will begin those in late 2009. You will be called to interview if a position opens that
could use your skills.
Suggestions on how to make training and election day a better experience are compiled and reviewed. As
we prepare for upcoming elections, we will try to implement the best ideas that would help us to develop a
more effective and pleasurable training process for poll workers and a better experience for voters on election
day. Your ideas are always welcome. Unfortunately, due to time and budget constraints, even some of the
best ideas cannot be implemented at this time. If you want to discuss your ideas, please call 861-8641or e-mail
pollworker@sarasotavotes.com
Our goal is to develop the finest election day staff and process in Florida!
With your help, together, we can achieve this goal!

